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ception’” (p. 85). In chapters examining fertility regulation in the second half of 
the twentieth century, Necochea pushes beyond the well-documented relation-
ship between reproduction and politics during the nation-making era, revealing 
how “population size became a strategic factor during the Cold War” (p. 8). In 
so doing, Necochea contributes to understanding the “style of intervention that 
has characterized U.S.-Latin American relations from the late 1940s on” (p. 10), 
rather than simply the local development of birth control initiatives.
Other contributions of Necochea’s text are its substantive treatment of abor-
tion and its inclusion of men. While abortion in Peru was both stigmatized and 
illegal, Necochea demonstrates that sympathetic medical personnel and inefficient 
legal systems limited policing of women and medical providers in connection with 
the procedure. The chapter also pushes beyond explanations of reproductive 
decision making as spurred only, or even primarily, by financial considerations. 
Necochea’s consistent treatment of men throughout the book frankly breaks new 
ground and should encourage scholars to give would-be fathers a closer look. As 
Necochea notes, “Defining and defending a proper male role was as cherished a 
goal of eugenicists as was shaping a proper female role. Men and the management 
of their emotions such as fear and disgust [in response to the threat of venereal 
disease] have been important and neglected aspects of the history of Latin Ameri-
can fertility control” (p. 29).
Necochea’s book contributes to the histories of Latin America, medicine, 
and sexuality and reproduction. Of particular interest to scholars should be 
Necochea’s revelation of the centrality of individuals, their relationships, and the 
emotions implicated in these in the development of family planning initiatives. 
A minor critique is that while many comparisons made between Peru and other 
Latin American nations made in the text are insightful, others seem superfluous. 
Indeed, this excellent study of family planning in Peru provides further evidence 
that individuals’ experiences with reproduction are important in their own right—
whether or not these influence public policy, or intersect in compelling ways with 
those of other people in the region.
Natalie L. Kimball
College of Staten Island, City University of New York
Sarah Richardson and Hallam Stevens, eds. Postgenomics: Perspectives on Biology after 
the Genome (Durham, N.C.: Duke University Press, 2015.) ix + 294 pp. Ill. $25.95 
(978-0-8223-5894-7).
In the decade following the controversy surrounding the completion of the 
Human Genome Project, genomics realized neither the promises of personalized 
genetic medicine nor the fears of a genetic brave new world. Instead, as Sarah 
Richardson and Hallam Stevens suggest in their introduction to this fine collec-
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tion of essays, we have arrived at the beginning of a “postgenomic” era in biology 
and medicine. An ironic consequence of the intense study of genes has been the 
revelation that most of the human genome (99 percent by some estimates) does 
not “code” for any identifiable human traits. John Dupré reflects in his contribu-
tion that the relationship between genotype and phenotype has become even 
more fragmented the further it has been studied by genomics researchers. How 
are we to make sense, for example, of the substantial genomic variation among 
different kinds of tissues in the same body? The state of the art in genomics seems 
to have arrived where many science scholars started in the 1990s—profoundly 
skeptical of just what the study of genes can tell us. The rich contributions to this 
volume suggest the topography of this new postgenomic era for historians, social 
scientists, and philosophers.
There are a few themes of interest for historians of medicine and public health. 
The first of these is the question of environmental or social influences on the 
genome, many of which are studied by epigenetics. The definition and politics 
of epigenetic explanations for disease are not settled, nor are they free from the 
prior, and problematic, efforts to apply genomics to society and medicine. Cath-
erine Bliss’s essay discusses efforts by genomics researchers to claim issues of health 
justice, previously the preserve of feminists and civil rights activists, as questions 
for postgenomic research and governance. Bliss cautions that these approaches, 
in continuing to elevate laboratory work, result in the flattening or eliding of 
socioeconomic questions. Likewise, Sara Shostak, and Margot Moinister discuss 
how studies of the “exposome” in New York neighborhoods may conceal social 
processes and social structures even as they promise to reveal chemical influences.
A skeptical attitude toward the degree to which postgenomics represents a 
break from the problematic aspects of genetic explanations continues in those 
essays that address determinism. Here, the emphasis of the collection runs in 
tension with previous assessments of epigenetics as an alternative to genetic 
determinism. As Evelyn Fox Keller explains in her brief history of the gene, 
philosophers, historians, sociologists, and anthropologists working on topics in 
biomedicine were generally critical of genetic reductionism, in many cases setting 
this approach in the context of the fraught history of eugenics. Postgenomics fares 
little better. Richards and Aaron Panofsky provide cogent arguments, drawn from 
discussions of maternal epigenetics and behavioral genetics respectively, that the 
move towards a more environmentally aware or holistic postgenomic approaches 
has not erased or substantially modified some of the core deterministic ways of 
thinking in these fields. Holistic explanations may be no less deterministic than 
reductionist explanations.
Even as points of critique remain constant between genomics and postgenom-
ics, this collection highlights the importance of new data manipulation methods in 
shaping our understanding of what genes are. As much as a collection of nucleo-
tides, practices of data collection and analysis work to constitute the genome as an 
object. Adrian McKenzie and Stevens both stress the importance of the design of 
computer systems for this task, while Rachel Ankeny and Sabina Leonelli discuss 
how assumptions about scientific credit and authorship may need to shift in order 
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to respond to the importance of practices such as curating and collecting in con-
temporary genomics research. Mike Fortun reflects on the dialectic of surprise 
and tedium that characterizes the search for genomic variants amidst a flood of 
data, emphasizing the affective register of this labor of searching.
The twentieth century may have been the century of the gene, but that century 
is past. While living in a “post” era does not give offer an easy object for scholars 
to focus upon, Postgenomics suggests just how many questions we may productively 
ask, and marks some highly fruitful lines of inquiry, as we seek to understand 
this new chapter in the ongoing interaction among genes, society, and ourselves.
Robin Wolfe Scheffler
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Richard C. Keller. Fatal Isolation: The Devastating Paris Heat Wave of 2003. Chicago: 
University of Chicago Press, 2015. 244 pp. Ill. $35.00 (978-0-226-25111-0).
On a normal August day, Paris’s municipal funeral services can expect to take 
care of 38 bodies. During a two-day period in mid-August 2003, however, a stun-
ning 790 bodies required attention as the city suffered through a heat wave that 
claimed an estimated 70,000 people throughout Europe.
 Though lethal, the 2003 European heat disaster is hardly at the forefront of 
collective memory. And those Parisians who died and whose bodies remained 
unclaimed have been doubly forgotten. Enter Richard Keller on a scholarly 
mission of mercy. Keller has tried to reconstruct the lives of ninety-five of these 
forgotten victims, visiting their erstwhile homes and listening to reports of those 
who lived nearby. Keller’s goal is to create a set of individual histories and “put 
a human face on the catastrophe” (p. 74). He thus uses history from the bottom 
up to counter both the official account of the disaster (created by the media and 
the state), as well as scientific understandings. Moreover, in contrast to sociologi-
cal studies on the production of risk that tend toward the synchronic, Keller is at 
pains to show the ways in which long-term historical change structured the disaster.
The official narrative of the heat wave obscured the state’s mismanagement of 
the calamity and instead placed responsibility on a number of forces seemingly 
beyond government control, such as weather extremes, demographic trends, 
and a supposed lack of social solidarity. Interpreting the disaster this way, Keller 
writes, “ultimately redirected blame from the state to the heat wave’s victims by 
underscoring their marginality” (p. 26). Seeing the disaster as simply a case study 
in the social abandonment of vulnerable populations (such as the elderly) robs 
the disaster of its complexity and especially the role that history had in shaping 
the multitude of disastrous, indeed deadly, outcomes.
